
WHAT KIND OF MUSIC LICENSING
DO YOU NEED FOR YOUR BAR?

In most cases, to legally play music at your bar, you need to 

pay a performing rights organization (PRO). You cannot play 

CDs or stream a personal playlist as you have only paid for 

at-home, personal use. Use this chart to understand if you 

need to pay a music license, and which one to purchase.YES

YES
YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO NO

NOYES YES

YES

YES

You need to purchase 
a music license from 
ASCAP, BMI, SESAC 
and/or another PRO

Is your bar’s 
entire building 
smaller than 
3,750 sq/ft?

Will you let 
people dance 
to the music?

Do you want 
to play 

background  
music only?

Do you plan on 
just playing 
music from 

AM/FM Radio 
or the TV

Do you host 
live music?

What kind 
of music do 
they play?

Use a karaoke streaming service like 
KaraFun.com that includes PRO fees in 

your subscription.

If you only need background music, 
you can pay for streaming services

(which covers PRO fees)

Example:
Pandora for Business

Rockbot for Restaurants
SiriusXM for Business

Soundtrack Your Brand by Spotify

What about 
karaoke?

Original 
Material:

Does the musician 
belong to ASCAP, 
BMI, SESAC, or 
another PRO?

Live DJs

Covers

You do not need to 
purchase a music license

It seems 
you’re a rare 
bar without 

music in any 
form.
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